
348-179 =  Once secure with sub-

traction using a number 

line, children will be in-

troduced to the expand-

ed column method.  Con-

crete resources such as 

Base 10 will be used 

alongside this method 

initially, to support the 

modelling of ‘exchanging’. 

348-179 =  

 

 

 

 

3952-1475 =  

 

 

The children will eventu-

ally move on to the com-

pact column method for 

subtraction.  It is im-

portant that the term 

exchange is used, not 

‘borrowing’ or ‘knocking 

on the door’. 

Helping your 

child at home 

 

Subtraction 



 9-4 =  

Dad bought 9 apples from the shop.  

We ate 4.  How many were left? 

Children could count back 

using a number line.  This 

is a really good way for 

them to record the steps 

they have taken. 

56-23 = 

I cut 23cm off a ribbon measuring 

56cm.  How much is left? 

Children could count back 

using an empty number 

line, starting with the 

ones.  This is a really 

good way for them to 

record the steps they 

have taken. 

 

 

Children could count on 

(from the smallest num-

ber to the largest) to 

find the difference.  It 

is easiest to count up to 

a multiple of 10 or 100. 

The jumps need to be 

added up below the num-

ber line.  Encourage your 

child to add the largest 

number first and cross 

them out as they go along 

to help avoid mistakes. 


